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AGA President’s Report for the 29th AGM, Brisbane

A year has now passed since my election as President. I have busied myself with various administrative issues, and also made official visits to Japan and Korea trying to make valuable contacts that would in some way benefit Australian go. Additionally I have been involved in organisation of a number of tournaments.

The highlight of my Japanese visit was a meeting with Kudo Norio 9P, at that time acting President of the Nihon Kiin. Our photo taken in the Yuugen no ma (title match room) appeared in the Go Weekly paper with an article written by my friend Mr. Kiga. 

In Korea I met a number of teachers, professional players and administrators and gave talks on Australian Go to a number of groups at the request of my sponsor Dae Hahn.  Although making some valuable acquaintances, no publicity eventuated.  On a personal level I found Korea to be a fascinating place and really enjoyed my first ever visit.

It remains to be seen whether any tangible benefit will accrue from these visits. If elected for a second term I hope to visit China in 2007 for a similar purpose.

Probably the most significant administrative change that has occurred during the year was a revamp of the Representative Credit Point system. The concept of promotion bonus points was scrapped as it was difficult to administer, and could be said to favour some individuals over others. Now all anyone has to do is participate in  eligible tournaments and win some games to gain credit points. Other changes were made to the “payment” side with values being attached to representation at certain new tournaments. 

An issue which was important to me was to have the AGA website revamped and upgraded. After many years of service in the position the former webmaster had lost enthusiasm and the site was badly out of date. Sadly, despite having secured his retirement and the selection of a new person for the position, we have not moved one step towards our goal. Where can we find an individual with webmaster skills who can create a modern site, maintain it in a timely fashion, work within the Committee guidelines on content and presentation, actively seek out news and updates, and all for the princely salary of $0?  It’s a big ask but I don’t yet despair of finding someone with the necessary enthusiasm and skills. 

A lot of the go activity in Australia focuses on the tournaments and there is an ever – growing tournament calendar. The premier event is the Nationals, which were well organised last year by the SPGo club in Melbourne. It is disappointing to note that the highlight event of the year attracts rather poor attendances. If anyone has any ideas as to how we can remedy this please contact me.  The biennial Toyota Cup seems well established and in January 2006 over 80 players came to sunny Brisbane for this event.  The annual NEC Cup in Melbourne also achieved over 80 players in 2006.  This year various State tournaments were held – ACT, NSW and a disappointing QLD tournament with a record low turnout.  A new national tournament was created, the Korean Ambassador’s Cup, which was ably organised by our Vice President Yiming Guo. It was designed as a selection event for a team to participate in the mother event in Korea. Although this did not eventuate for various reasons, an alternative Korean World event was created and an Australian representative will attend it. It remains to be seen whether we continue with the Korean Ambassador’s Cup owing to minimal sponsorship from the Korean authorities – without the generous support of local Korean players this event would not have happened.

There was plenty of international activity. Mark Bell and Lauren Bull of Brisbane represented Australia at the World Pair Go Championship in November 2005. Mark reports that pair go is treated as a fun event there and expressed his hope to organise something  in Brisbane. A team of three players including Raphael Shin and Yangil Jin attended an event in North Korea recently. Yangil reported that it was well organised and it was a momentous event for him as the first time in North Korea.  In October a team of three led by Yiming Guo will attend a tournament in Hang Zhou, China,  home of a very large go organisation. A friendly delegation from there toured Australia in November 2005. Brisbane has been fortunate to receive an annual delegation of strong amateurs from Tokyo which culminates in a friendly team match on the final day. This year Brisbane secured a draw, the best result ever. In 2007 the group is planning to bring a professional 9 dan with them, and they are also hoping to include Melbourne in their itinerary for a short visit with the local go community.

There were quite a few changes in the Committee last year, with a new President and Treasurer. During the year Brad Melki retired after many years as IGF representative, and I offer my thanks for his service in that position. Neville Smythe was elected as IGF Director with the support of the New Zealand Go Association. Congratulations Neville.  

I’ve made my views known on the functions of the Committee, and that is to manage the association. It requires vision, dedication and hard work on the part of the officers and the pay is not scintillating. I believe the new Committee must relentlessly take charge of and control and drive the association’s activities to achieve its goals. 

I wish to thank all Committee members for their service to the organisation. I have especially enjoyed working together with Yiming, Neville and David – guys, I  really appreciate your contributions. 

As my final act of this presidency I am donating to the AGA a perpetual shield, the AGA Championship Shield, to record the winner of each year’s Open. I even dare to hope that before it is filled we may have a permanent place to hang it. The idea at present is for the shield to be held by each incoming President who will be responsible for updating it with the name of the new champion.

John Hardy

October 2006

